
SAVE e-News 2/2022 
Safeguard for Agricultural Varieties in Europe 
The quarterly electronic information service of the SAVE Foundation 

 

SAVE Project Office 
Neugasse 30, CH 9000 St. Gallen, Switzerland / www.save-foundation.net / office@save-foundation.net 

 

1 / 12 

Electronic information service of the SAVE Foundation 

office@save-foundation.net / Neugasse 30, CH-9000 St. Gallen, Switzerland 

www.save-foundation.net 

www.agrobiodiversity.net 

 

The Potato – A World Changing Crop 

 

Potato diversity. Source: https://cipotato.org/potato/  

 
Agriculture and animal breeding have influenced 
human societies since the Neolithic Revolution 
about 10,000 years ago. These crops have had 
an almost revolutionary impact on social devel-
opment, politics, war and peace. One special 
plant is the potato. David Nally and Gerry Kearns 
have given some thought to this by looking more 
closely at the history of the potato. 

The potato tuber is one of the most important food 
products in the world, which also contributes to 
animal feed and industrial raw material. Because 
of its main poisonous plant parts (all green and 
the seedlings), the potato was chosen to be the 
poisonous plant 2022 by the Botanical Special 
Garden in Hamburg-Wandsbek, Germany. 

Origins of Potatoes 
The potato, a New World crop for staple food was 
first domesticated by pre-Columbian Andean peo-
ple and consumed both fresh and processed. 
Since potatoes are perishable after harvest, the 
tubers were stored in icy caves or certain bitter 

potatoes (papa amarga), after being frozen in the 
caves were pounded in the meadow to allow liquid 
to escape and stored as Chuño, a type of dried 
potato, which was prepared later. The complex 
"mountain ecology" gave the tuber its amazing 
biodiversity. For millennia, Andean farmers plant-
ed tuber seeds in high-altitude regions that isolat-
ed the farmers from the stately landscapes of the 
Andean valleys. In these ‘remote’ vertical habitats, 
farmers faced unique environmental conditions; 
dramatic differences in soil, slope, moisture and 
rainfall. These resulted in intense selection pres-
sures that favoured versatile varieties with broad 
based adaptabilities. The mutual exchange of 
these varieties, farmers additionally promoted 
crossbreeding and therefore, gene flow. In "potato 
culture," time was measured by how long it takes 
to boil a pot of potatoes or how big the size or 
area with the number of plants taken to feed a 
family. 
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The Way to Europe 
With the Spanish colonization in South America, 
they quickly recognized the benefits of potatoes 
and used Chuño to feed forced la-
bourers in the silver and mercury 
mines. Potatoes were thus exploited 
as the main fuel for human muscles.  
They were eventually grown on plan-
tations to ensure enough supplies for 
slaves. So the potato transformed 
from a staple Andean food to a 
means of promoting forced labour.  
To secure supremacy in Europe, the 
Spanish king then used the silver to 
finance his fleet and armies ‘expan-
sion. Silver was the ultimate driver of 
first global inflation.  

The Spaniards finally brought an 
unknown subspecies potato via Ca-
nary Islands to Europe in mid-16th 
century; it is believed to be Solanum 
varieties, wild species was missing. 
This made it more susceptible to for 
example, potato blight (Phytophthora 
infestans), was introduced to Europe 
from North America around 1840). This led to 
famines in large parts of Europe. In addition, only 
one variety was grown and propagated. In Ireland, 
it was the ‘Irish Lumper’, a variety adapted, high 
yielding and storable but also susceptible to late 

blight. 

Potatoes and War 
The distribution of the potato in Europe and is 
cultivation in relatively large fields had to do with 
war and hunger. The potato ‘‘hides“ underground, 
evading detection by marauding soldiers. They 
have to be dug out and prepared, too troublesome 
for them to plunder. 

30 years of war was a starting point in this pro-
cess. The last European war did not serve pota-
toes as a staple to feed both the military and civil-
ian populations. It is interesting that wars since 

then and up to the second World War have al-
ways led to an increase in the area under potato 
cultivation. In times in need, every patch of soil 

was used fo vegetable cultivation, such as the 
potato. 

Potatoes in Ireland 
In Ireland, the potatoes quickly established itself 
as a staple food. A story mentioned, during the 
looting of wrecks stranded on coast of the defeat-
ed Spanish Armada by Drake in 1588, potatoes to 
feed the crew were also captured.  

In fact, the potato seemed to arrive in Ireland be-
tween 1586 and 1855. Cultivation is documented 
from 1606 and before the end of 17th Century; it 
became Irish’s staple food. It was an ideal fruit for 
the poor soils with the cattle avoiding the above-
ground growing parts. In comparison to cereals, 
potato yielded one and a half times more land and 
two to four times more calories. To prepare, nei-
ther flails nor mills were required. Some Britons 
made disparaging remarks about the ‘‘nation of 
potato eaters‘‘: since one’s own individual labour 
provides sustenance, there are no relationships or 
dependencies to hold societies together. The rela-
tionship between worker and farmer, miller and 
baker no longer exists.  

Albert Smee once claimed in 1847, ‘‘the potato 
plant is a plant of inertia and, when intensively 
used, is politically harmful to the community‘‘. The 
English continued to eat bread because the Irish 
ate only potatoes, as much as the grain was im-
ported from the Emerald Isle, where Irish day 
labourers grew them for the large English land-
owner. Half of the Irish depended almost entirely 
on potatoes, meeting only three-quarters of their 
caloric needs. 

Potato with Phytophthora infestansSource: Wikipedia 

Irish Lumper. Source: www.thegrocer.co.uk  
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The potato had a different impact on human so-
cieties in its evolutionary history: 

Initially, it was a staple for the Incas and promoted 
the development of societies in South America. 

During colonialism, it became an energy source 
for forced labourers in the mines of South Ameri-
ca. 

Once it was established in Europe, it acted as a 
hedge against food shortages and military requisi-
tions. 

Finally, it became a driver for the Industrial Revo-
lution. The emerging working class could be sup-
plied with food cheaply. Hence, the potato was as 
important a fuel for the Industrial Revolution as 
with coal. 

And today ? 
After rice and wheat, the potato is now the third 
most important food. More than a billion people 
worldwide eat potatoes, and the total harvest ex-
ceeds 374 million tonnes. 

There are about 4,500 local potato varieties and 
around 100-180 wild potato species are known in 
the Andes today. Although wild potatoes are too 
bitter to eat, their important biodiversity includes 
natural resistances to pests, diseases and climatic 
conditions. 

Potatoes are an excellent, low-fa source of carbo-
hydrates, with only a quarter of the calories from 
bread. When cooked, they have more protein than 
corn and almost twice as much as calcium. An 
average serving of potatoes with skins provides 
about 10% of the recommended daily fibre intake. 

One in three potatoes in Asia is now harvested 
and processed as biofuel. 

NASA supports experiments to make potatoes 
‘’fit’’ for Mrs, as the soil corresponds in large parts 

to that of the Peruvian desert and the 
atmosphere with 95% CO2 is unprob-
lematic for the potato. 

So let’s care for and preserve the 
approximately 7,000 potato varieties 
that exist worldwide, because who 
knows what else they contain. The 
‘Centro Internacional de la Papa’’ 
(https://cipotato.org/) in Lima which is 
home to the largest number of potato 
varieties in the world and woks on 
food security in developing countries 
with potatoes, among others.  

 

Sources:  
Nally, D., & Kearns, G. (2020): Vege-
tative States: Potatoes, Affordances, 
and Survival Ecologies. 
Antipode, 52 (5), 1373-1392. 
https://doi.org/10.1111/anti.12652  

Kartoffeln: Stefanie Schramm ( 2010): Die Knollen 
des Wandels. ZEIT ONLINE 
www.zeit.de/2010/22/E-
Kartoffel/komplettansicht#print  

https://www.hamburg.de/wandsbek/gdj-2022-
kartoffel  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Potato harvest in the Andes. Source: https://cipotato.org/potato  

Sourcee: https://cipotato.org/potatoes-mars-media-tools  
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Diversity in New Forest 
 

In densely populated Southern England, lies New 
Forest; the largest undeveloped landscape of pas-
ture, heath and woodland. 

As early as the Stone and Bronze Ages, clearing for 
agricultural land was carried out in this region. 
However, poor soil was found, and these cleared 
areas then turned into heath landscapes. It was 
then declared as early as 1079 as ‘New Forest’, a 
royal forest for deer hunting. Later, in 1992, it re-
ceived the status of New Forest Heritage Area, with 
571km² declared as a national park. 

New Forest Laws were established and enacted to 
protect the royal deer hunting area and offenses 
made against the royal deer and their food would be 
severely punished. Commoners later were granted 
special rights since 1215, such as grazing rights for 
ponies, cattle, donkeys (previously sheep were 
included), wood collecting, cutting ferns for bedding 
(from September 29 onwards), cutting peat, cutting 
clay and fattening pigs with acorns and beechnuts 
between September and November. 

With the farming system hardly changed in 1,000 
years, free-range Herbivores still act as ecological 
architects. One of UK’s last remaining strongholds 
of heathland habitat, New Forest is also home to 
Dartford warblers, nightjars, woodlarks and curlews. 

Similar to cattle, people are connected to their land 
origins and knowledge on agriculture is passed 
down through generations. Citizen’s rights are tied 
to the country, not by blood. Some farmers exten-
sively cared for up to 300 animals. Old rights protect 

these practices- the Verderers Court 
deals exclusively with the Forest 
Code violations and New Forest po-
nies are still sold as guineas. 

An extremely controversial issue in 
the park is overgrazing. Under Ver-
derers Grazing Scheme (VGS), fund-
ed by EU’s Common Agricultural Pol-
icy, livestock farmers received money 
for forest grazing in New Forest. This 
led to a 65% increase in registered 
livestock.  More than 13,500 cows, 
ponies and donkeys graze in New 
Forest since 2015. But, traditional 
rearing practices were doing more 
good than harm to landscape and 
nature. 

However, due to Brexit, changes in 
agar payments would mean changes 
for New Forest. Being a New Forest 
‘commoner’ resident also implies 

being unable to accumulate wealth. When earnings 
from farming practices are low, farmers depend on 
subsidies. 

So, Commoners let their cattle graze at different 
timings and areas of the park. The management is 
anything but uniform, leading to a diverse mosaic of 
habitats in the national park. 

As with many rural regions, the new generation of 
farmers are worse off. Some do abide by the rules 
of nature and people in New Forest. Newcomers 
must, however, learn to read the landscape. In addi-
tion, the cohesion of the commoners plays a major 
role. Henry VIII ordered all ponies in the park to be 
rounded up and collected in the fall of 1540. This 
hardly changed now. New commoners have to learn 
terms such as ‘’levancy’’ and ‘’couchancy’’; refer-
ences to the number of animals that can literally 
‘‘get up’’ and ‘’lie down’’ on land. When asked on 
the number of ponies a commoner owns, it is the 
same of asking how much weight a woman has. 

Being a Commoner in New Forest is not simple as it 
is. Biodiversity and the uniqueness of animal rear-
ing is one factor, another is that a heritage of hu-
manity is still preserved, an intangible cultural herit-
age base on neighbourhood, mutual help and sup-
port. 

Sources: 
https://www.theguardian.com  

https://www.newforestnpa.gov.uk  

 

Quelle: https://www.newforestnpa.gov.uk  
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Wheat, War and History 
 

Beginning of June, BBC Radio 4 programme “Farm-
ing Today” featured an interview with Kees 
Huizinga, a Dutch farmer who came to the Ukraine 
some 20 years ago and now operates a 15,000 
hectare farm right in the centre of a country that is 
known as “the breadbasket of Europe”. When farm-
ers there first began to cultivate the vast steppe 
grasslands, they found that the thick layers of dark, 
rich, fertile soil were ideal for growing wheat. The 
Ukraine became famous for ‘Turkey Red Wheat’, a 
variety with good milling and baking qualities that 
does well in harsh winters. But Ukrainian farmers 
not only grew the grain that fed so many in Europe, 
the seeds became the life insurance of those who 
had to flee the Russian empire. And that’s how Tur-
key Red Wheat came to the US where it is still 
grown today. 

St. Francis is a small town in the north-western 
corner of Kansas. It was founded in 1887 and ac-
cording to the last census it has a population of 
1,421. One of the town’s citizens is Tim Raile who 
farms 8,500 acres just west of St. Francis. Raile’s 
family is of German-Russian descent and their story 
began in the Ukraine and with Turkey Red Wheat. 

In the second half of the 19th century, many people 
from the region around Odessa (on the Black Sea) 
emigrated to America. A century earlier, their an-
cestors had left Germany and settled in Russia 
following an invitation by Catherine the Great, who 
had promised them freedom of religion, exemption 

from military service, 
and permission to keep 
their language. A hun-
dred years later, the 
political situation had 
changed, and the Ger-
man-Russian community 
was about to lose its 
privileges. It was the 
pending threat of con-
scription that had more 
than 100,000 German-
Russians emigrate to 
America. Most were 
farmers, and they 
brought to the New 
World what had been 
the foundation of their 
livelihood in the old one: 
Red Winter Wheat. 

Tim Raile’s great-great 
grandfather arrived in 
New York in 1885. Ellis 
Island had not yet been 

built so he and his family immigrated through Castle 
Garden on the southern tip of Manhattan. It was the 
time of railroad expansion across the US, and rail-
road companies were wooing newly arrived immi-
grants. Posters and leaflets in ports on both sides of 
the Atlantic promoted settlement in the Midwest and 
on the High Plains: there was lots of land available 
and ready for the taking. The Homestead Act of 
1862 made it possible for pretty much anyone to 
claim land that had been taken from native Ameri-
cans, usually 160 acres, settle there to farm, and 
file for a deed after five years. 

Gottlieb Raile Sr. was two years old when the family 
went from Castle Garden to Sutton, Nebraska. The 
Railes spent their first winter in a dug-out. There 
were neither stones nor trees that could be felled, 
anyone too poor to afford the supplies that came on 
the goods trains had no option but to dig a hole in 
the ground and use grass sods to build walls and a 
roof. It’s easy to imagine how desperate those first 
months must have been for immigrants like the 
Railes. The following year, the railroad tracks 
reached Cheyenne County in Kansas, and in 1887, 
the town of St. Francis was founded. And that’s 
where the Raile family decided to stay. Tim Raile’s 
grandfather had ten children, eight girls and two 
boys. He tried to acquire enough land to provide the 
means of a livelihood for each of them and founded 
the farm Tim and his son Michael operate today. 

Turkey red wheat. Quelle: https://pennerfarms.com/1874-heritage-wheat/ 
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From the farm it’s just a 
few miles to the border of 
Colorado. In the late 19th 
century St. Francis was a 
remote western outpost. 
The settlers who ventured 
even further West found a 
vast expanse of mostly 
prairie land that stretched 
as far as the Rocky Moun-
tains. Ranchers kept cat-
tle which cowboys would 
deliver to the nearest 
railhead during annual 
cattle drives. From loading 
stations like Dodge City in 
Kansas, the animals were 
transported by rail to the 
slaughterhouses in Chi-
cago. Life on the High 
Plains was difficult, for the ranchers as much as for 
the cattle. Drought, blizzards and snow storms, 
grass fires, hail, torrential rain, and tornadoes – life 
on the prairie meant dealing with it all. “The weather 
might display seven different moods in a year, and 
six of them were life-threatening”, writes Timothy 
Egan in “The Worst Hard Times” [Mariner Books, 
2006, page 22]. Initially, apart from subsistence 
farming, no one thought about growing crops on the 
High Plains. But then world politics and the inter-
vention of the US government overnight started a 
wheat boom that can only be compared to the Cali-
fornia Gold Rush. In 1910, a bushel of wheat still 
sold at eight US cents. “Five years later, with world 
grain supplies pinched by the Great War, the price 
had more than doubled. Farmers increased produc-
tion by 50 percent. When the Turkish navy blocked 
the Dardanelles, they unexpectedly did the dryland 
wheat farmers a favor that no one could have imag-
ined. Europe had relied on Russia for export grain 
export. With Russian shipments blocked, the United 
States stepped in and issued a proclamation to the 
plains: plant more wheat to win the war. And for the 
first time, the government guaranteed the price, at 
two dollars a bushel, through the war (…). Wheat 
was no longer a staple of a small family farmer but 
a commodity with a price guarantee and a global 
market”. Farmers heard the message and started 
planting wheat: about 45 million acres in 1917 and 
more than 75 million acres two years later. To ramp 
up wheat production to such a scale, additional 
cropland was needed. It wasn’t only the immigrants 
who had settled in the southern part of the High 
Plains that bought or rented land and invested in 
plows and harvesters. There were also the ‘suitcase 
farmers’ who had no intention of ever settling there. 
They wanted only to rent out a tractor and a piece 
of ground for a few days, drop some winter wheat 
into the fresh-turned fold, and come back next 
summer for the payoff’, writes Egan. He tells the 
story of one such ‘suitcase farmer’ who came to 

southeast Kansas in 1921 to plow 32,000 acres, 
only to farm twice as much four years later. Banks 
set a vicious circle in motion by advertising cheap 
loans and repayment terms for the acquisition of 
machines: to service their debts, farmers needed to 
grow more. They bought or rented additional land, 
most of it still covered by prairie grasses. In order to 
work it, they needed more and bigger machines. 
Egan reckons that between 1925 and 1930, around 
5.2 million acres of prairie were plowed up; that’s in 
addition to the nearly 20 million acres of grassland 
farmers had converted into cropland earlier. 

In 1929, Russia resumed exporting wheat again, 
which meant that there was suddenly a surplus in 
Europe, while in the US unsellable wheat started to 
fill up grain bins until there was no storage space 
left. There was no option but to pile up the wheat 
out in the open. The collapse of the grain market 
coincided with the 1929 Wall Street stock market 
crash. With the beginning of the wheat boom, many 
farmers had become investors, not in stocks traded 
in Wall Street, but in commodities. With the pro-
spect of record yields that might be sold at record 
prices, they had become used to taking out huge 
loans – what better way to make up for this year’s 
losses than expand next year? But in 1930, the 
world economic crisis led to mass unemployment, 
not just in Europe, but in America, too. Many people 
were so poor that they couldn’t afford food, let alone 
buy any kind of consumer goods. 1930 was also the 
year in which farmers harvested a record amount of 
wheat, which led to a huge surplus, and despite 
prices tumbling, much of the wheat could not be 
sold at all. 

By the fall of 1930, the ‘suitcase farmers’ had dis-
appeared, says Egan. “They had no sooner plowed 
up several million acres than they walked away, 
leaving the land stripped, not even planted in wheat. 
Just naked, exposed to the wind”. In 1932, almost a 
third of all farms on the High Plains were so far in 

Emigrants in America. Source: https://www.planet-wissen.de 

mailto:office@save-foundation.net
http://www.save-foundation.net/
http://www.agrobiodiversity.net/


SAVE e-News Edition 2 / 2022 

 

7 / 12 

Electronic information service of the SAVE Foundation 

office@save-foundation.net / Neugasse 30, CH-9000 St. Gallen, Switzerland 

www.save-foundation.net 

www.agrobiodiversity.net 

 

arrears with bank payments and taxes that foreclo-
sure seemed imminent. More and more families just 
packed up and left in search of work. What re-
mained were empty farmsteads and bare fields – in 
a region where there’s almost always a strong wind 
blowing. At a windspeed of 30mph (50kmh), bare 
soil starts to move, and once the wind reaches a 
strength of 35 to 50mph (60 to 80kmh), dust storms 
begin to develop. With the High Plains counting as 
one of the cold, semi-arid 
regions of the world, wa-
ter is scarce. The 1930s 
turned out to be a decade 
with below-average rain-
fall and above-average 
temperatures, two factors 
that boosted soil erosion. 
During the winter of 1932, 
dust storms started to 
occur regularly. What 
looked like the dark 
clouds of a thunderstorm 
on the horizon were dust 
clouds which blew across 
the land with the force of 
a blizzard. Old black and 
white photos taken during 
the 1930s show houses 
half buried under dunes 
of sand, fences where 
only the top of the fence 
posts are still visible, cars 
and machines stuck in dust like in a snow drift. But 
it’s the eyewitness accounts that really convey what 
human beings and animals went through while the 
dust storms were raging. Those experiences, in 
particular what agricultural communities had to en-
dure, still have an impact on farmers today. 

By a fluke of geography, the area around St. Fran-
cis was spared, says Tim Raile, Cheyenne County 
has its very own micro-climate which he thinks 
might be due to the elevation, the farm lies at 
4,000ft. Some of the Dust Bowl years even turned 
out to be wetter than average. Today, it’s climate 
change that dictates farm practices. The Railes 
converted the farm to organic and work with a di-
verse crop rotation. And they now not only grows 
Turkey Red Wheat but also Durum winter wheat. 
Until recently, a lot of Durum spring wheat was 
grown in the Dakotas. But as the climate is chang-
ing, the number of very hot days in summer is in-
creasing, and that has taken its toll on the wheat 
production there. But Durum wheat is for pasta, 
bread in the US will continue to be made with flour 
from Turkey Red, the grain that came in the pockets 
of immigrants from Ukraine. 

And in Ukraine itself, what will happen in agriculture 
this spring? “The best-case scenario is yields will be 

lower. The worst-case is nothing gets planted,” the 
Dutch farmer, Kees Huizinga told Bloomberg in 
early March. In western Europe and the US, wheat 
is unlikely to be in short supply. Ukraine’s grain 
exports mostly went to countries in the Middle East 
and as during the economic crisis in 2008, people 
there will be hard hit by shortages and food price 
increases. 

This article was originally published on Slow Food 
UK.  

For more on the Dust Bowl, the Railes and other US 
farmers read ‘Regenerative Agriculture: Farming 
with Benefits. Profitable Farms. Healthy Food. 
Greener Planet’ by Marianne Landzettel (published 
by World University Service, ISBN-10: 1838380507, 
ISBN-13: 978-1838380502). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

St. Francis,Source: facebook.com 
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Rural Europe Takes Action 
 

  

The book “Rural Europe Takes Action” filled with 
“extraordinary examples of ongoing transformations 
of our rural world” was launched by ARC2020 and 
Forum Synergies in the European Parliament be-
ginning of June, just when the CAP’s 60th anniver-
sary was celebrated. Key political stakeholders – 
including European Parliament President Roberta 
Metsola, Isabel Estrada Carvalhais, and Dacian 
Ciolos – agreed on the need to start to build a pro-
cess to explore and develop ideas contained therein 
– including a radical new Regulation. So what are 
these ideas?  

Key messages 

 CAP at 60 needs to plan to retire – 
ARC2020 and Forum Synergies present a 
new integrated as-yet-unwritten Regulation 
for rural, agriculture and farming,  

 Regulation flips rule and exception, propos-
ing “organic production and processing or 
equivalent practices by 2040” as “legal 
ground” for EU agriculture centring rural 
and integrating farming and food.  

 Regulation centres a rural infrastructure for 
transition;  

 Process of building upon this rurally fo-
cused unwritten regulation should start now 
to prepare for 2028 

 EU’s processes – especially for rural in the 
National CAP Strategic Plans – are weak 
and need to be radically improved. Future 
of Europe conclusions of May 9 and the Ru-
ral Pact conference on the 15th of June are 
both promises, not actions. Europe de-
serves more. 

 Rural is the answer to many of the interre-
lated questions we face. As the bakers 
show – a new diversified rural infrastructure 
will be key. 

 Key political stakeholders agreed on the 
need for action, urgency and on the merit of 
the approaches outlined in the book 

 Europe needs to engage with Albania and 
North Macedonia properly now, for the sake 
of stability and peace in our dangerous new 
context. Real accession negotiations need 
to happen now.  

A selected audience of key rural stakeholders and 
MEPs in Strasbourg and via webex online heard a 
strong challenge to the EU Institutions to take real 
action, and to move beyond the words and promis-
es of tepid, weak EU processes.  

For a paperback order and for a look at the eVer-
sion of the book have a look here. 
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https://www.arc2020.eu/reversing-rule-and-exception-transformative-new-integrated-policy-for-rural-agri-food-presented-in-european-parliament/
https://www.forum-synergies.eu/rubrique145.html
https://www.forum-synergies.eu/rubrique145.html
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Obituary for Laurent Avon, 
Co-founder of SAVE Foundation 
 

Laurent Avon was a researcher at the ITEB in Paris 
(Institut Technique d'Elevage Bovin) and was re-
sponsible for the conservation of endangered live-
stock breeds. I met him for the first time in 1984 at 
the "Green Week" in Berlin, where the GEH drew 
attention to the endangerment of old livestock 
breeds in Germany. I was invited as a representa-
tive of ProSpecieRara, Switzerland. Laurent ap-
peared there together with Charles Vetter, the tech-
nical director of the Alsatian Vosges breeders' as-
sociation. While we were still in Berlin, we decided 
to work together in Germany, France and Switzer-
land, two NGOs and a French state. Since it was an 
unofficial, non-obligatory cooperation, there were 
never any problems, but served the benefit of eve-
ryone. We at the NGOs were able to benefit above 
all from the technical know-how from Paris and 
Laurent used some of our tricks to support the pri-
vate breeders, especially with the Villard-de-Lans 
cattle, which are close to his heart. 

From then on, we met regularly 1-2 times a year in 
the Lake Constance area for an informal three-
country meeting, the so-called “Lake Constance 
Meeting”, whereby “Lake Constance” was to be 
understood in a broad sense. Meetings also took 
place in the Allgäu, in the Tyrol and once in Lor-
raine. Representatives from other countries joined, 
from Norway, Holland, Belgium and Austria. After 
the fall of the Iron Curtain, the European SAVE 
Foundation was established as a legally anchored 

umbrella organization on the basis of this «Lake 
Constance Meeting». 

Laurent was particularly interested in accompanying 
the cross-border SAVE projects. For the project to 
record the “Agricultural Genetic Resources of the 
Alps”, Laurent and I spent a long time combing the 
entire French Alpine region as far as the Mediterra-
nean. He showed me what he had already found in 
relics of old breeds (not just cattle), and we followed 
further clues together. He was also our main partic-
ipant in France in our EU project ELBARN from 
2007-2010. 

Several years ago, Laurent had a stroke. Although 
he could still walk to some extent, he had largely 
lost his ability to speak. But he understood every-
thing that was said to him. But he could hardly an-
swer in writing either, because his tactile writing 
skills were no longer there. Rare contacts then only 
ran through his brother Christophe. In 2017 his 
brother asked me to enable Laurent to attend the 
SAVE meeting in Ponte de Lima, Portugal. The 
Portuguese colleagues from FERA took good care 
of him and Laurent enjoyed the occasion to the 
fullest. Unfortunately it was the last time we met. 

At the beginning of May this year, Laurent died on 
the way to a Villars-de-Lans breeder. We all owe a 
lot to Laurent Avon. Rest in peace! 

 

Hape Grünenfelder 

CH-St.Gallen / Freidorf 

 

Laurent Avon mit einem Villards-de-Lans Rind 1992 

mailto:office@save-foundation.net
http://www.save-foundation.net/
http://www.agrobiodiversity.net/
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Newsflash 

SAVE annual Meeting 2022 in Germany 
 

It's finally that time again: The SAVE Foundation 
Council has decided that there will be a physical 
meeting of the SAVE committees and interested 
parties again this year. The SAVE meeting will take 
place from Tuesday 6th September to Thursday 8th 
September in Schleswig-Holstein, Germany. 

An Archehof will provide interesting insights 
into the GEH Archehof project. Another 
highlight will be a visit to the Arche Warder 
in Schleswig-Holstein, which was reported 
on in the last SAVE eNews. But those in-
terested in cultivated plants will not miss 
out either – we promise! 

Another highlight is a discussion forum on 
the subject of the "Red List of Traditional 
Breeds" on Thursday, September 8th. 

Further information will be published shortly 
on the SAVE website and/or on Twitter. 
The SAVE committees and partners will 
receive a personal invitation. 

The SAVE team is looking forward to finally being 
able to welcome you personally again. 

Contact: office@save-network.com  

 

DAGENE 
 
The annual meeting of DAGENE (Dunamenti Állat-
fajták Génmegőrző Nemzetközi Egyesülete - Inter-
national Association for the Conservation of Animal 
Breeds in the Danubian Region) is scheduled for 
2022 in O-sijek-Đakovo, Croatia, on July 1-3. 

The international journal of DAGENE "Danubian 
Animal Genetic Resources" with the results of cur-
rent research in the field of animal genetic re-
sources in the Danube region can also be down-
loaded from the DAGENE website 
(http://www.dagene.eu).  

 

 

 
Possibility to identify a “Mono-Breed” Product? 
 

Autochthonous breeds are, in general, well adapted 
to their production systems in which they have been 
constituted but they are usually less efficient than 
commercial breeds. Therefore, conservation strate-
gies of livestock genetic resources should be de-
signed to assure profitability to the farmers. The 
development of “mono-breed” brand products is one 
of the most effective actions towards this aim. 
These products are usually sold at a higher price 
compared to undifferentiated ones, as the consum-
ers consider positively the link between these 
breeds and the perceived quality of their products. 
The premium price, however, also attracts fraud-
sters that unscrupulously see an economic ad-
vantage by selling mis-labelled products to obtain 

Mora Romagnola. Source: www.granconsigliodellaforchetta.it 

mailto:office@save-foundation.net
http://www.save-foundation.net/
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an unjustified additional economic gain. These 
frauds undermine the whole strategy designed to 
support a sustainable conservation of autochtho-
nous genetic resources. Mora Romagnola is a local 
pig breed raised in the north of Italy. Mono-breed 
pork products derived from this breed are part of an 
important niche value chain that is intrinsically 
linked to the conservation of this local genetic re-
source. In this study we present how the Mora Ro-
magnola Herd Book standard integrated information 
of DNA markers of two genes (MC1R and NR6A1), 
affecting morphological traits, to allow the authenti-
cation of mono-breed products of this breed. This is 
one of the first examples of sustainable conserva-
tion of a pig genetic resource designed starting from 

the genotype of the animals registered to the breed 
herd book, with the specific purpose to combat 
frauds. 

Source: Tinarelli, S.; Ribani, A.; Utzeri, V.J.; Tau-
risano, V.; Bovo, C.; Dall’Olio, S.; Nen, F.; Bovo, S.; 
Schiavo, G.; Gallo, M.; et al. Redefinition of the 
Mora Romagnola Pig Breed Herd Book Standard 
Based on DNA Markers Useful to Authenticate Its 
“Mono-Breed” Products: An Example of Sustainable 
Conservation of a Livestock Genetic Resource. 
Animals 2021, 11, 526. 
https://doi.org/10.3390/ani11020526  

 

 
Atlas on Domestic Animals of Romania 
 

The Atlas of 
Romanian 
Livestock 

Breeds, written 
in Romanian, 
was written for 
a wide audi-
ence interested 
in Romania's 
diversity of 

livestock 
breeds. It begins with a general chapter on domes-
tication and breeding. This is followed by the study 
of breeds of cattle, horses, donkeys, goats, sheep 
and pigs from Transylvania and Central Europe, as 

well as foreign breeds known in Romania, including 
many French breeds. 34 cattle and buffalo breeds, 
27 horse and donkey breeds, 24 sheep and goat 
breeds and 13 pig breeds were recorded. The pub-
lication contains numerous pictures and breed in-
formation: 

Atlas Rase de Animale Domestice 
Matiuti Marcel, Matiuti Carmen Luminata 
Editura Tempus, Timisoara, 2021 

ISBN 978-973-1958-67-5. 

http://dagene.eu/docs/AtlasRaseDeAnimaleDomesti
ce.pdf 

 

 
Wildcheck 
 

Thousands of pro-
ducts worldwide 
contain ingredi-
ents derived from 
wild plants. The 
wild collection 
makes up a large 
part of the plant 
species on the 
market (between 
60 and 90 
percent). Wild-
harvested plants 
often come from 
some of the most 
biodiverse eco-
systems on earth, 

and many have been used traditionally or by local 
communities for generations. These products have 
global markets and represent an important source 
of income. They also often have close ties to local 
cultures and places. 

Demand for ingredients derived from wild plants is 
growing rapidly and has increased in value by over 
75 percent over the past two decades. Thousands 
of harvested species are endangered primarily 
through a combination of overexploitation and 
habitat loss: Of the 21 percent of medicinal and 
aromatic plant species whose threat status has 
been assessed, 9 percent are considered critically 
endangered. Despite their ubiquity, importance and 
the threats they face, wild plant ingredients are 
often hidden from consumers and evade due 
diligence from companies due to a lack of 
awareness and traceability. Best practice standards 
exist but have yet to capture a significant portion of 
the market. 

The publication contains plants from Europe to 
Australia and is easy to understand and clearly 
structured so that producers and decision-makers 
can also benefit from it. 

Wildcheck - Assessing the risks and opportunities of 
trade in wild plant ingredients 

mailto:office@save-foundation.net
http://www.save-foundation.net/
http://www.agrobiodiversity.net/
https://doi.org/10.3390/ani11020526
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https://www.fao.org/forestry/nwfp/en/ 

Tax on burping Livestock 
 

New Zealand is home to just over five million peo-
ple, along with around 10 million cattle and 26 mil-
lion sheep. Methane emissions from cattle and 
sheep are one of the main sources of greenhouse 
gases for the Pacific island nation. The government 
has now announced a draft plan to charge farmers 
for their livestock emissions in what would be the 
first attempt of its kind in the world. The plan is part 
of a larger emissions reduction initiative proposed 

by the Environment Ministry, which includes plans 
for the energy, transport, waste and jobs sectors 
from 2025 onwards. 

Revenue from the plan will be invested in research, 
development and advisory services for farmers, 
who will also receive incentives for reducing emis-
sions through feed additives, Reuters reported.  

Cows and sheep are ruminants, meaning they have 
special, complex digestive systems with multicham-
bered stomachs to digest their food. But as their 
feed ferments within their bodies, they produce 
methane as a byproduct — that needs to be 
belched out. 

The process has them releasing up to 500 liters of 
methane daily. The greenhouse gas is extremely 
effective at trapping heat in the atmosphere, more 
than 25 times more potent as carbon dioxide. 

High-resolution satellites even detected methane 
emissions from a cattle lot in California — meaning 
cow burps were observed from space, according to 
the environmental data company GHGSat. 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-
solutions/2022/06/09/new-zealand-cow-sheep-burp-
belch-climate-change-methane/ 

 
 

The SAVE team wishes you relaxing summer days 
 

 

 
 

Source: https://pixabay.com 

Quelle: cow burp-ec-europa-eu 
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