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A pns.r:ible rescue of Székely Horse.
The breed "Székely I6" is extinet, but the type "Székely I6" lives on.
, (in remote areas of the Carpathian Mountains) |
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Abstract

The ancient Hungarian Horse used to live in the historical territory of Hungary. However, it changed to several newer
horse breeds as a consequence of upgrading over the course of centuries. The ancient Hungarian Horse is now extinct.

In Transylvania, the improvement of the local population with Spanish and Arabian horses started in the 16" century.
The result was the Transylvanian Horse, a new fair saddle horse breed with great resemblance to the Lipizzan at the
beginning of the 19% century.

In Székely Land, a remote mountainous region with elements of economic autonomy, the initial native breed kept its
original characteristics, for official efforts barely reached this region for a long time. Thus, the Székely Horse remained
(mostly in the counties Csik, Udvarhely and Haromszék) an undemanding smaller sized (height at withers typically under
147 cm) sure-footed packhorse with resistant hooves throughout the 19" and first part of the 20" century. It had a
relatively small and dry head with larger eyes, longer trunk of the body with slightly overgrown rump. The Székely
Horse had a correct posture, relatively short limbs, broader chest and distance between the hips. This breed was
traditionally used in harness as well as under saddle. It was trotting and galloping well with a highly set head and high
foreleg action. Béla Hanko in 1943 left us a professional description with measurements and photo documentation of the
even then rapidly shrinking population of Székely Horses. However, decrease in the population size that started in the
beginning of the 20" Century escalated after World War II, and the Székely Horse also transformed because official
efforts continued to meliorate it with larger bodied horses. The most commonly used breeds for crossbreeding were the
following: Lipizzan, Gidran, Small Nonius, Arabian, English Thoroughbred and Semigreu Romanesca. Relatives of
Sz¢kely Horse were the Bekas Horse and the Hucul Horse; the latter one saved from extinction thanks to a transboundary
preservation programme. (Distinction between the Székely Horse and the Békas Horse has not been very clear and
remains controversial.)

The Székely Horse was an identified breed with numbering and stud booking in the middle of the 20™ century; but ceased
to exist soon after World War II as an independent breed — studbooks were lost and the population was no longer
identified. In recent years, new initiatives have begun to rescue the Székely Horse. Trips were organised to the few
Transylvanian counties to document remaining horses with satisfactory appearance, and to collect information about their
descent, start photo documentation, as well as to ascertain major body measurements. The registered Sz¢kely Horse could
again be established by selecting the traditional type defined by desired characteristics and by careful mating strategies.
Modern utilization of this small horse breed should be promoted and includes equestrian tourism, children’s riding and
horseback archery besides classical work in forestry or in harness.



# - the Hungarian Horse

Horse of our ancestors

Mattyus N. J. (1828):
National Knight
(Nemzeti Lovag)
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Székely Land (Szeklerland)
- a historical region of Kingdom of Hungary and
a present region of Roumania.
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Székely Land in the XIXth century /b
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» Documentation of remaining horses /
~ « In few Transylvanian counties
« Satisfactory appearance '

- Acceptable descent

- Photo, body measurements (taken 2014) |

- Establishing of herd book v

- Desired characteristics

- Utilization (equestrian tourism,
children’s riding and horseback archery

besides classical work in forestry or in ”
harness)
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Gabe Il
Szello - an 8 years old stallion
of Székely breed
(Hankd, 1
[l

- an 12 years old mare
of Székely breed
(Kaszonjakabfalva, 2014)
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Hanko, B. (1943): Szekely Horses

(Székely lovak)
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I | 8 | Linka, |
2 9 | Pali, 12
31 10| Csilag,
4 11 Vidim,
5 18 | Csinos.
6 | 21 | Dajka,
T | 22 | Dajka,
8| 23| Vidim,
O | 25 | Fecske,
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Il. TAbldzat,

A ,székely"-fajtdja

A kanca neve,

kora, szine Helye, gazddja

Csikszentmarton:
Linka, 6, almdssziirke Bilint Jozsel
Pali, 12, szepl. szlirke Cdbor P.
Bankfalva :
Csillag, 9, pej Darvas G
Vidim, 12, v. pej Kovics |
Stépvir:
Csinos, 7, pej Freucian U
Dajka, 6, pej Fekete Q.
Dajka, 4, pej Erfs L
Pallalva :
Vidim, 10, gesztenyepe] Sinta L.

_ Borzsova :
Fecske, 5, sarga Koviacs B

Szépviz:
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‘i_'i_lh!e 1: Body measurements adjusted for 7 years of age (incm) 5
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mﬁgmw-t} = heart ;:ru: height at withers {by stick)
Tension-1il {Spannung-il) = (height at withers by tape] - height at withers by stick)]*100
Lannon bane lad = [canmon girth £ hear ginth 1000




Height at withers

(by stick ) | 3
p-value/overall 2
mean 80
100

Heart girth 5
p-value 13
’ 2
80

100

Cannon girth 5
13

Hanko, 1943
Hanko, 1943
own, 2014
own, 2014
0537
Hanko. 1943
Hanko, 1943
own, 2014
own, 2014
0.604
Hanko, 1943
Hanko, 1943
own, 2014
own, 2014
0476

Results
Y

Table 1: Body measurements adjusted for 7 years of age (in Em)

T I e Y e ™= PR

stallion
mare

stallion
mare

0 141
stallion

mare

stallion
mare
0.200

stallion

mare
stallion

1354
137.6
140.0
1352
137.1
1655
1723
168 5
1659
1681
18.05
1814
1900
17.87
183

042
L

1.76
1.09
2.78
044
1.52
3.30
2.05
5.22
(.83
2.85
0481
0.298
0.760
0120
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Table 2: Body indices adjusted for 7 7 years of age

—W:
Tension-1 Hanko, 1943 stallion 301 313
(Spannung-I) 1 3 Hanko. 1943 mare 347 194
p-value 2 own, 2014 stallion 285 4.95
80 own, 2014 mare 30,7 078
100 0.372 0412 31.0 2.70
Tension-111 5 Hanko, 1943 stallion 122.2 2.38
( Spannung-I1I) 13 Hanko. 1943 mare 125.2 147 I
p-value 2 own, 2014 stallion 1204 376
80 own. 2014 mare 1228 059 E
100 0370 0452 122.7 205 -'
(Cannon bone load 5 Hanko, 1943 stallion 1089 316
p-value 13 Hanko. 1943 mare 105.5 | .96
2 own, 2014 stallion 112.8 5.00
80 own, 2014 mare 107.9 079 '
100 0323 0407 108 8 2.73
T S F R O ETE AT T T e T S s T i E £

Tension-l (Spannung-l) = heart girth - height at withers (by stick)
Tensiun -1l (Spannung-lll) = [height at withers (by tape) - height at withers (by stick)]*100
Cannnn bone load = [cannon girth / heart glrth]*m{lﬂ
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Conclusions and further _
tasks 5

- herd booking

» breeding program
(mating)

- utilization (modern)

. equipment (traditional) .
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) herd booking
- breeding program
(mating)

. utilization (modern)
. equipment (traditional) &
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