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Feral Populations in Europe Feral Populations in Europe --

The Ecological Value of free The Ecological Value of free 

ranging ranging LivestockLivestock

Waltraud Kugler, Elli Broxham
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�Feral populations are well adapted to their

environment

�Feral populations are widespread in Europe, 

but largely ignored

�Knowledge about the situation of the feral 

populations is widely missing

�Managemant plans are missing in many cases

�Often feral populations are seen as a 

disturbance of agriculture
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Importance of Feral Populations

�Genetic resource

�keep some rare breeds alive

�perfectly adapted

�Large herbivores for conservation grazing

�Science: ethology, population dynamics,…
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Nature Impact of Feral Populations

� return to the "wilderness" 

� semi-wild livestock management of large 
protected areas

� Impact on the ecosystem

� Impact of Dung

� Impact of grazing

� Impact of their footsteps
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Common Problems

�diseases and prevention concepts

�Registering (traceability)

�Herd management control of 

population

�Animal welfare

�Environmental protection and impact

�Forest grazing

�Water protection areas

�Slaughtering

�Public acceptance
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Information Plattform and Database
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Data Analysis
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Environmental Protection and Effects
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Forest grazing
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Fire Defense
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Pros Cons

Genetic resource No public acceptance or awareness

Adaptation to marginal locations Poor reputation due to conflicts with e.g. 

agriculture

Robust (can often recover from 

infection without medical attention)

Spreading of disease

Objects for scientific study (e.g. 

Behavioural studies)

Not registered

Nature conservation through large 

herbivores

Lack of understanding among nature 

conservationists and public

„Furnishing“ the landscape is 

attractive for tourism

Lack of public acceptance of the importance of 

secondary aspects such as dung, carcasses and 

young animals as prey. 

Ecosystem services Largely ignored

Quality meat that is rich in Omega 3 

fatty acids

Human consumption of meat forbidden due to 

lack of traceability
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Management; Basics

Habitat

H
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a
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Salty 

grasland

√ √ √ √

Dunes √ √ √ √ √ √

Heathland √ √ √ √ √ √

Oligophilic

grassland

√ √

Wetlands √ √√ √√ √√

Mesophilic 

grassland

√√ √√ √ √ √√ √

Dry grasland √√ √√ √√ √√ √

Scrubland √ √ √ √√ √ √√ √

Stony land √ √√ √

Sandy soils √ √ √ √√ √√ √ √

Shrubland √ √√ √√ √ √ √

Leafy mixed 

forest

√ √√ √√

Deep leafy 

forest

√

Pinus 

forests

√ √
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Needs and Characteristics
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decision making process
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Sources of Information

www.agrobiodiversity.net 

www.arca-net.info 

www.elbarn.net 
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Thank you

Photocredit: R. Ozimek


